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Greenway plan closer to reality 

Jan Shinpaugh, Managing Editor 28.JUN.07 

Marion County residents are one step closer to the reality of having its 

own Greenways and Trails association after a project proposal was 

approved by a committee to present to the public. 
 

“All we’re doing are concept maps. These are future (tentative) 

projects,” said Daniel Carter at the June 21 meeting at the Church of 
Christ in Kimball. 

 

The project maps will be done by Andrew Carroll, with Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), a Tennessee company that provides

geographic information for the environmental industry and

conservation community. Carroll, a GIS co-coordinator at University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga, also has a private company. 

 

 
 

The work and maps will cost $3,040. That work includes base map 

design, and hard copy supplies. This amount will be presented to the 
Marion County Chamber of Commerce, and the committee could know 

by early August if the chamber will pay the bill. 

 
Because the chamber of commerce is a private non-profit organization, 

the work does not have to be submitted for bids, Carter said.  

 
Following the commissioners’ acceptance of the plan, there will be 

three public meetings held in the fall of 2007, with dates yet to be 

determined. 
 

“Our next step is to put it on paper and take it to the public,” Carter 

told the Greenway Committee members.  
 

The first phase includes providing hardcopy maps and digital images to 

help in the planning process. 
 

The second phase will be to identify future focus areas within Marion 

County, which could be used as part of the trail. 
 

This includes, on a tentative plan: Marion County Park to Prentice 

Cooper Tennessee River Trail; Town Greek Greenway from Jasper 
Town Hall to Industrial Park to City Park; Battle Creek Greenway from 

South ittsburg to Kimball; Sequatchie River Greenway corridor from 

Jasper to Whitwell; South Pittsburg to Bridgeport; South Pittsburg
Mountainside Trail; and South Cumberland Wildlife and Recreation Trail 

Map. 

 
The existing/planned trail corridors are: Monteagle Goat Trail, Prentice 

Cooper trail System, Franklin State Forest Trail System, Fiery Gizzard

Trail, public lands, South Cumberland Wildlife and Recreation Corridor, 
and potential scenic bike paths. 

 

Planning ahead is vital to the healthy development of the county
because the county has so much to offer, he said.  

 

Marion County not only attracts tourists with its natural beauty, but 
also offers recreational activities for both tourists and residents. 

 

The River Gorge Trust owns about 15,000 acres along the Tennessee 
River in Marion County, and 26 miles of the river, which flows through 

the county have been, designated a Tennessee Blueway. 

 
The county also has Prentiss Cooper State Park on Suck Creek 

Mountain, which borders Hamilton County, Franklin State Forest that 

borders both Marion, and Franklin counties, Foster Falls Park and
Raccoon Mountain, both of which are owned and operated by the

Tennessee Valley Authority as recreational areas. 
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Nickajack Lake, part of the Tennessee River, offers excellent fishing 

opportunities. Hale’s Bar Marina, located on Nickajack Lake, has many 

recreational activities during its peak season, along with rental cabins 
on the water. 

 

The Marion County commissioners had given their approval to the plan 
in October 2006, following a presentation by Carter. This, in no way, 

commits the county to pay for any of the projects. It was strictly an 

endorsement to allow the Greenways committee to proceed in its work.
 

However, with this support, Carter said, it will be easier for the

greenway committee to obtain funding through federal and state
agencies for its project. 

 

Although the greenway project is not mandatory in connection with 
Tennessee’s Three Star program, it can add needed points for Marion 

County, when the county next undergoes a review by state officials 

overseeing the Three Star program. 
 

 

 
- Jan Shinpaugh, Managing Editor 

 

 

    

 

 

23.AUG.07 ‘No child left behind’ a top priority 
23.AUG.07 State conducts water survey 

23.AUG.07 Tree mysteriously falls on house in Kimball 

23.AUG.07 Lalito’s now open 
21.AUG.07 Couple busted for pirating music, CDs 

21.AUG.07 Goody’s grand opening at new location 

21.AUG.07 Leashed dogs allowed on new walking trail in Jasper 
21.AUG.07 Bike rally cancelled 

16.AUG.07 Driver falls asleep at wheel 

16.AUG.07 Chief Paul West fired 
16.AUG.07 Eleven new teachers at SPES 

16.AUG.07 Video shoot in Kimball 

16.AUG.07 Mayor Mike Killian says no 
14.AUG.07 Four nabbed in multi-county theft ring 

14.AUG.07 First ever back-to-school bash at Rivermont 

14.AUG.07 Senate seat election set for October 4 
14.AUG.07 Kimball church steps into 21st century 

09.AUG.07 Building plans approved for SP Gym 

09.AUG.07 Roth and Adams named new SP police officers 
09.AUG.07 ‘Fire on the Mountain’ Bluegrass Festival set 

09.AUG.07 Benefit planned for Kimball policeman 

07.AUG.07 JMS to open on time after remodeling 
07.AUG.07 Three Star program ok’d 

07.AUG.07 Powell’s Crossroads at the edge of its future 

 

 

 

 more . . . News

search archives

Keywords:   

 Issue date:   >=5/25/2007

 � Type either Keywords, Date or both. 

 � Date examples: 5/30/02, >5/30/02

search

 
{ website powered by bulletlink.com }

^Top  
  Copyright © 2007  Marion County Newspapers, Inc..  All rights reserved.  

^Top

Page 2 of 2Marion County's Leading Online Community Information Source

8/23/2007http://www.marioncountynews.net/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=98&twindow=&mad=...


